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Perceptions of the Waikato region

These results are from a Horizon Research nationwide survey of 1000 adults conducted between 7-
14 August 2018. Respondents were members of Horizon’s nationwide adult online research panel.

The survey results (prompted and unprompted) are weighted by age, gender, personal income and
employment status to represent the New Zealand 18+ population at the 2013 census.

At a 95% confidence level the maximum margin of error is +/- 3.2%.
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Respondents were shown a map of the Waikato Regional Council area. They were then asked for
unprompted and promoted responses to determine what they thought about and associated with
the region.

They were asked

e  “What three things do you most associate with the Waikato region?” (Unprompted). 932
respondents made 1,983 comments, then

e “Thinking about the Waikato region as a whole, which, if any, of the following things would
you associate with the Waikato Region?” 998 respondents selected from a list of topics.
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Waikato region

Unprompted perceptions
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Waikato region
Prompted perceptions
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Tourism

Natural beauty

Forestry

Recreational fishing in lakes and rivers
Horsebreeding

Recreational opportunities

Family

Sheep farming

National sports

Tertiary education % 20%
Beaches I ——tty 4%
Reasonable cost of living  E— 2%y 149
Things to do e Ay 40%
Good place to bring up children 56%
Slow pace of life 7 36%

Horticulture

Recreational fishing in the sea  Eeeeet 8%y 390,
Crime

Affordable housing

Local sports St L% 350,

Swimming

Overall lifestyle

A place | don't want to be
Retail shopping

Economic growth

Skiing

Secondary schools

A place with a future
International sports

Primary schools

Dry stock

Arts

Business or product innovation
Aquaculture (mussel farming/fish farming)
Pre-school education

A place | want to be
Manufacturing

Excitement

Information technology
Traffic congestion

High-tech businesses
Commercial fishing

Fast pace of life
None of these
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